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Mnemonic learning strategy
Mnemonic is one among the many learning strategies that are utilized to enable the learners to improve their memory to remember important information taught in class. The mnemonic strategy aims at connecting the prior knowledge with the new experience through the use of acoustic cues or visual instruments. Basically, mnemonic learning strategies involve the use of rhyming words, keywords, acronyms in education. To make it an effective learning strategy, teachers ask students to come up with their own mnemonic cues. In some instances where children are young, the teacher may make some of the mnemonic strategies for the learners. In this project, mnemonic learning strategies are selected, whereby; the effectiveness of the approach will be analyzed as well as it’s the impact on the students’ performance.
Description of Mnemonic Learning Strategy
Mnemonics are best introduced to the students when a new topic or new information is presented to them. That will enhance their remembrance every time they look at the subject. Some of the tools used include keywords, peg word, and letters. Keywords can be defined as a similar word or familiar term to the concept being taught in the classroom. The teachers may come up with a name and link the new ideas or information being prepared with the prior knowledge that the students had to acquire before. For example, if it a science class and the teacher is teaching students the scientific name of frog which is Ranidae, the teacher may use the term rain is it close to Ranidae. Immediately the teacher should present to the students, a picture of a frog hopping in the rains. In such a scenario, the student will never forget the term.
Besides keywords, a teacher can use peg words to enhance the memory of the learners. A peg word is a rhyming term or words that represent the sound of the numbers. An example is in the mathematic class where the teacher is teaching numbers; he/she may use the rhyming word to enhance memorizing. For instance, ten for hen, nine for a vine, eight for a gate, seven for heaven, six for sticks, and so on. Also, the peg words enable the learners to remember the sequence of numbers in a particular order. Besides, peg words can be used to associates certain information with other events. For example, if the teacher wants the students to remember that spider has eight legs, he/she should show students a picture with a spider on the gate, and he/she if want to show that an insect has six legs, an image with an insect on the sticks should be presented.
Consequently, letter strategies are also essential tools for mnemonic learning strategies. They include acronyms and acrostics. In a geography/social studies class, a teacher may use the HOMES to enable the learners to remember the names of the great lakes. In this case, H stands for Huron, O for Ontario, M for Michigan, E for Erie and S for Superior. Another example is a sentence such as Richard Oriento Your Girl Betty Is Vomiting, to remember the colours of the rainbow, which are Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo and Violet. While using these letters and sentences is vital for the teacher to state it is just a way of remembering to avoid the confusion of saying the words or sentences as the answers in the examinations.
Dual Coding Theory
A psychologist, Alan pavilion, came up with a dual coding theory to explain the cognitive abilities of the human brain. In his opinion, he gives a balanced weight to both verbal and non-verbal processing. He states that social cognition is unique as it has the ability to deal with verbal and non-verbal strategies simultaneously. The language system of the human is unique as it deals with ideas with language both through input and out processes. That is through writing and talking. At the same period, language involves symbolic concerning behaviours, events, signs and things. Therefore, Alan Paivio suggests there are only two processes of communication. That is through nonverbal strategies and through the verbal approach. He used an example of tomato and goblet to ask his target group, which of them was rounder. Allan utilized three models, which are word by word, word and picture and picture for a photo (Paivio, 1971). He realized that the name by word comparison had the slowest response while the image for the photo had the fastest reaction. Therefore he concluded that remembrance could be enhanced through visual and verbal actions.
Participants and the Setting
The mnemonic learning strategy is applied to a set of ten students who consist of both boys and girls both from the 12th grade. The students are classified into two five groups, each group having two members. Among the five, three of them have members as a boy and a girl while two of them consist of girl and girl and boy and boy as members. The reason for this mix up is to evaluate the educational relationship between students of the same gender and that of a different gender. In addition, all the students are average performers. This group was active for the project because the instructional learning strategy will be proved effective if the students score above average and ineffectiveness if their performance goes below average. The setting is arranged as mentioned to evaluate the effectiveness of the group work in regards to gender differences. The session will place in a twelfth-grade class which is considered a pleasant learning environment for the students due to the availability of learning resources. Besides, there are three sessions within a week for this particular class.
Procedures in Chronological Order
Formation of a mental image is a vital skill that a teacher should display to his/her students. Creation of the mental image enables the students to recall information taught in class. In this project, as a teacher decided to deploys mental models through the use of keywords which will allow the learners to form images along with words. Through the guidance of the dual coding, organization and association, as presented by Alan Pavioa, as a teacher a taught social studies regarding the cities of the world. At first, I gave complex information to the student so that they can be confused by the data. At this time they were in one large group of ten students. After the presented, I asked the students to arrange themselves in groups of five. Those groups, three of them had different gender, and two had same-sex gender. I presented them a similar question in which they would form a mnemonic to display different cities of the world. The criterion for marking is whereby the group with most examples will be rewarded the most marks while the groups with the lowest patterns will receive fewer marks. The final assessment will be each group will have one representative who will represent the answers of the group. The other partners will be answering the questions asked by the presenter.
At first, the class consisted of one large group, which is essential as it enables the teacher to give the pupils the necessary instruction, convey basic information for the required. Also, the large grouping allows the learners to understand the course and make links to a variety of components regarding the topic. Moreover, it is crucial to start with a large group, and it gives students a chance to choose their peers and mix with more other learners. Extensive group teaching is not limited to equipping the learners with the relevancy of what they are to be taught as well as consolidate their learning.
Later the students are rearranged to smaller groups to enhance flexible learning. It is easier for a teacher to identify a student who is having a hard time while in a smaller group compared to a large group. Besides, in groups of two, students will be encouraged to participate through contribution towards giving answer more quickly than when in large groups. The competition among the groups will inspire the students to respond more effectively in fear of being defeated, thus provides more opportunity for the feedback as well as more critical thinking among them. Nonetheless, a small group encourages the development of teamwork skills.
Description of Assessment Results
After the assessment, it is found that the performance while in large was poor or preferably below average. Same happened when to the same gender group of both boys and both girls. However, the groups that had the opposite genders performed well. Also, from the observation, it was much easier for the learners to grasp information while they were in a small group compared to when they were in the large group. That the first information that I presented as complex and confusing, the learners were able to understand it better and faster while they were in the small groups. Besides, results from all groups, which consist of large, small, same-gendered and mixed gendered, showed creativity and flexibility in the performance. Moreover, the same-gendered groups show the signs of lack of cooperation. These signs include less interaction, one person dominating the group, boredom, easily distracted, among others. Another observation made is that the mnemonic learning strategy is a useful tool to enhance memory of the learners as they remember all the cities of the world they were taught as if they learnt the same day. At the beginning of the lesson, most students could remember what they learnt in the first lesson or session of that week. However, after the usage, they could remember what they what in their course. Lastly, in the oral questions, students’ performance was excellent as they all scored above average.
Assessment of the Results
 The results were like that because it is challenging to have a productive discussion or teamwork with a more significant number of learners. Most likely, learners that are average and below-average tend to get disconnected from the group more easily that above-average learners. The disengagement leads to the poor performance of the students while in a large group. In conjunction, the same gendered group performed poorly due to a lack of challenge. When boys and girls are discussing a specific topic, they tend to challenge each other hence come up with more answers. Besides, they compete among themselves, thus creating a healthy learning environment. Likewise, the same gendered group is easily distracted compared to the mix gendered group. The combined gendered group also tends to enhance opportunities for communication skills compared to the same gender interaction.
The use of visuals and the verbal helped the students to connect the ideas more straightforwardly. The use of visual and verbal simultaneously is vital, especially when introducing a new topic because it enables the learners to link between the two things. Some of the visual that can be used in a classroom to enhance the memory of the students include flow charts, diagram, and pictures, among others (Tureniyazova, 2019). Therefore, the teachers should use visual alongside the verbal explanation to enhance the memory of the learners.
Nevertheless, the students showed the ability to organize the names of the cities in a particular way, thus help them to remember the concepts in a clear, arranged manner. Besides, the association of the verbal codes with nonverbal codes enables the learners to connect the new knowledge with prior knowledge with ease. Some learners came up with mental images to help them remember the names of the cities; others used the letters in their names to develop ports, among other techniques. Moreover, the learners were able to connect two unrelated events to enhance understanding and remembrance. When the students see another partner that they discussed the cities, he/she can remember. Therefore, teachers should use the mnemonic learning strategy to improve the memory of the learners since, in the past, the approach remains valid.
The Implication for Future Use
The utility of mnemonic learning strategies should be carried into future education as aforementioned due to its ability to enhance the memory of students. Apart from the visual, video can now be classified as essential resources in the classroom. When learners listen and see at the same time, it very unlikely for them to forget what they saw. However, the video resource should be suitable and appropriate for the entry behaviour of the students. That is the level of knowledge and age of the students should be considered to ensure that they understand the concept being taught (Whitney & Dallas, 2019). Therefore, teachers should utilize the technology to create more mnemonics such as pictures, animations since the remembrance of something is depended on the first encounter.
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